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Karin Knorr Cetina: ĂEpistemic Culturesñ 

 

Cultural differentiation: ĂCultural specificities arise [é], when domains 

of social life become separated from one another ï when they ācurl up 

upon themselvesó ï for a period of timeñ(Knorr Cetina 1999: 2). 
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Epistemic Cultures : Ăamalgams of arrangements and mechanisms ï 

bonded through affinity, necessity, and historical coincidence ï 

which, in a given field, make up how we know what we know ñ 

(Knorr Cetina 1999: 1) 
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Big Science 

Big Science Helmholtz Association Universities 

Duration of 

projects  

Lifespan of experiment: 

< 20 years 

Programme orientated 

research; evaluated every 

5 years 

Project lifespan:  

1-5 years 

Financial 

aspect 

Extremely expensive 

instruments, funded by 

nation states 

(mainly) funded by 

national government 

 

(KIT budget 2012: 378 

Mio. Euro) 

funded by federal 

state government 

 

(KIT budget 2012: 

407 Mio. Euro) 

Size of 

personnel 

organization 

Countless contributors Many group-members, 

spread over different 

institutions 

Rather small 

organizational units 

Cooperation 

forms 

Based on international 

cooperations 

Based on national 

cooperations 

Based on individual 

research, mostly 

national or regional 

cooperations 

Research 

orientation 

Orientation towards the 

experimentsô needs 

Programme orientated 

research 

lecture and non-

lecture period 
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Big Science, Helmholz Association, Universities 

Big Science Helmholtz Association Universities 

Duration of 

projects  

Lifespan of experiment: 

< 20 years 

Programme-orientated 

research; evaluated 

every 5 years 

Project lifespan:  

2-3 years 

Financial 

aspect 

Extremely expensive 

instruments, funded by 

nation states 

mainly funded by 

national government 

 

Mainly funded by 

federal state 

government 

Size of 

personnel 

organization 

Countless contributors Many group-members, 

spread over different 

institutions 

Rather small 

organizational units 

Cooperation 

forms 

Based on international 

cooperations 

Based on national 

cooperations 

Based on individual 

research, mostly 

national or regional 

cooperations 

Research 

orientation 

Orientation towards the 

experimentsô needs 

Programme-orientated 

research 

lecture and non-

lecture period 
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No space, no time for teaching in 

the research schedule -  

No Advantage except the  

opportunity to recruit students 
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Campus Nord 
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In-/Compatibility of large-scale research and 

studying? 

Climate research 

  Cooperative organisation structures          

  complex tasks can be disassembled 

 

Energy research 

  long research durations 

  Complexity of research subjects 
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Large-scale research parameters are not necessarily 

compatible with todayós degree programs 
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Research results of the time budget-use survey 

MyAgenda 

Differences in the use of time  

    among students 

Significant differences across  

     faculties  

 

       

Can only be explained in part by  

     the structure of a study program 
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Center of Life in Percent 
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Source: Enchelmaier 2011: 60 

Studying and University are the 

center of my life, and the focus of 

quite all my interests and activities 

Studying and University are 

equally important to other interests 

and activities beside the university 

Other interests and activities 

beside the university are more 

important than studying and 

University 

http://www.pfadenhauer-soziologie.de/
http://www.pfadenhauer-soziologie.de/
http://www.pfadenhauer-soziologie.de/


http://www.pfadenhauer-soziologie.de/ 10 05.12.2013 

Research question: 

How do students perceive ótheirô campus and how do they use it? 

Research results: 5 Campus-User-Types 
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Research results of MyCampus 

 ĂHomieñ 

ĂIntegratorñ ĂFlaneurñ 

ĂSeparatorñ ĂCollege ï Typeñ 
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ĂSeparatorñ ĂCollege ï Typeñ 

Research results of MyCampus 

ĂItós nice when you can spend 

the whole day at the campus, 

doing different activities " (60:35) 

ĂIóm here to work, not to party 

(é)ñ (84: 34) 

http://www.pfadenhauer-soziologie.de/
http://www.pfadenhauer-soziologie.de/
http://www.pfadenhauer-soziologie.de/


http://www.pfadenhauer-soziologie.de/ 12 05.12.2013 

Bologna and its consequences 

Goals 

European-wide comparability of higher education qualifications 

European-wide implementation of a broad knowledge-base 

Increase of student mobility between member states 

 

Impact in Germany 

Reorganization of curricula and degrees from Magister or Diploma 

to Bachelor and Master 

Implementation of the European Credit Transfer System 

 

 Changes in the studentôs understanding of óStudyingô: From self-

formation to qualifications as a stepping stone in their career 
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Cultures of Studying  

 

Industrial Engineering and Management 

 

 

 

 

Mechanical Engineering 

 

 

 

Physics 
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ĂHow to WiWiñ  
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ĂHow to WiWiñ 
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Mechanical Engineering 
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Physics 
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Conlusion: Cultures of Studying areé 
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énot only faculty cultures 

but cultures of student settings 

énot a homogeneous unit 
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